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,of Mr. J. Hall, at the cost of £,ioooo, the ventilation and
lighting of which are all that can be desired.

it is 250 feet long and I30 feet broad, with a total floor
,area of i6,500 square feet, the whole of which is at the dis-
posal of the Committee.
The space being unusually ample will allow all the Sections

of the Exhibition, as well as the Pathological Section, to be
housed in the one hall.
Arrangements will be made for lunch and tea. Telephonic

-eommunication will be made with local and trunk lines. A
room with facilities for correspondence, reading, and
rsmoking lounge will also be provided.

Exhibitors (other than members of the medical profession)
will be charged for table, floor, and wall space as follows: In
Sections A, B, and C, from 38. 6d. per square foot, depending
on the position of the table; tables 3 feet 6 inches wide being
'provided.
In Section D 6d. per square foot for floor space (all fittings

to be provided by the exhibitor).
Wall space (where available) for advertisements will be

,charged for at 6d. per square foot.
Advertisements in Museum Catalogue.-A catalogue will

be printed, and 2,000 copies distributed gratis to members of
the Association. Prepaid advert'lisements, to be sent before
June i8th, will be inserted. Further particulars will be sent
on application.
The plans of the hall and forms of application for space will

,be ready early in April.
- REGULATIONS.

i. All communications on general matters connected with
the Museum, and all applications for space should be
addressed to Mr. G. A. Peake, M.R.C.S., L.D.S., Alma
House, Rodney Place, Cheltenham. N.B.-No space will be
Allotted before that date.

2. A brief description of each exhibit for insertion in the
Museum Catalogue must be in the hands of the Secretary-before June i8th.

3. Space will as far as possible be allotted in the order of
application and in proportion to the amount applied for, the
Committee reserving power to give preference to bona-fideinventions and improvements not previously exhibited, and,also to refuse any exhibit they may consider unsuitable.

.4. In the event of more space being applied for than is
;actually available, the allotment will be made at the discre-
tion of the Committee.

5. The Committee reserve to themselves the power to
.utilise any of the floor space set apart for Section D (if it is
not all required for sanitary exhibits) for the erection of
-additional tables, or for any other purpose they may think fit.

6. All exhibits should be addressed to the Secretary of the
Museum, British Medical Association, Winter Garden, Chel-
tenham. Packages should not be addressed to a firm's repre-
-sentative at the Museum.

7. All exhibits must be delivered between July 25th and
27th, and each package must bear a card showing the name
-and address of the exhibitor.

8. All exhibits must be placed in the allotted space by
92 P.M. on July 29th.

9. No signs or placards will be allowed in the hall which
,may interfere with neighbouring exhibits. No exhibit or
placard on the central tables must reach higher than 3 ft. 6 in.
from tlfe table. The arrangement of signs, placards, exhibits,
,etc., will in every case be subjected to the approval of the
,Committee.

io. Intimation of the space allotted to each exhibitor will
be sent as promptly as possible after June Ist, marked upon
a plan. On receipt of cheque for the cost of such space, a
card for the admission of the exhibit will be sent.

Ii. All cheques to be made payable to Mr. G. A. Peake,
M.R.C.S., L.D.S., Alma House, Rodney Place, Cheltenham.

12. No exhibits will be received except on the under-
standing that the above regulations are strictly complied with.
A COURSE of four lectures on the climate of Algiers will be

given by the Gresham Professor of Medicine (Dr. E. Symes
Thompson) at Gresham College, Basinghall Street, E.C., on
April i6th, 17th, x8th, and Igth. The lectures will begin at
6 P.M. on each day. The third lecture will be devoted to the
spas of Algeria.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
SYDNEY.

City Health Department.-Hospital Returns.-Death of the
Chairman of the Prince Alfred Hospital: Election of his
Successor.-Death of Dr. L. E. F. Neill.

OUR new Mayor, Dr. James Graham, M.L.A., since his
assumption of office, has been busily engaged in reorganising
the Health Department of the City Council. Dr. W. G.
Armstrong, the Medical Officer of Health for the Metropolitan
Combined Districts, will also be the City Health Officer, and
will have an Assistant Health Officer, who will be required to
devote the whole of his time to the duties of his office under
the City Council. These new arrangements have been
shown to be necessary, in view of the defective sanitary state
of the city revealed at the time of the plague.
The statistical returns of the two large metropolitan

hospitals for the past year have been published, and show the
large amount of good work done. At Prince Alfred Hospital,
which contains 236 beds, 3,506 patients were under treatment
during the year, the average number of beds daily occupied
being 227, and the mean residence in hospital of each patient
being 27 days. The rate of mortality per cent. of the total
of cases under treatment was 10.7, but 58 deaths occurred in
patients within twenty-four hours of their admission to the
hospital. The number of new cases admitted to the out-
patient department was about II,OOo. The number of cases
of typhoid fever admitted was I32 as against 146 during the
previous year, but the mortality was I2 per cent., as against
8.9 in the previous year. At the Sydney Hospital 3,980
patients were under treatment during the year, the average
number of beds occupied being 296, and the average duration
of each patient's stay in hospital was 27 days. The rate of
mortality on all cases admitted was IO.9 per cent., I20 deat1s
having occurred within 24 hours of the patient's admission.
In the out-patient department I 5,570 new cases were admitted.

Sir Edward Knox, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Prince Alfred Hospital, died suddenly a short time ago.
He had been associated with the Hospital from its commence-
ment, having attended the meeting held to promote some
memorial of the occasion of the recovery of health of H.R.H.
the late Prince Alfred. He was a liberal subscriber to the
hospital when it was started, was a member of the first board
of directors, and was, in fact, with the late Sir Alfred Roberts,
one of the co-founders of the hospital. The Board of directors
at their last meeting passed a resolution expressive of the
high esteem in which he was held and their appreciation of
the valuable services he had rendered to the hospital. Pro-
fessor Anderson Stuart, M.D. LL.D., has been unanimously
elected Chairman of the Board in succession to the late Sir E.
Knox.
I regret to have to record the death of Dr. L. E. F. Neill, one

of the beat known of the younger generation of medical prac-
titioners in this city. He was a distinguished graduate of
the University of Sydney, and at the time of his death he
occupied the post of Surgical Tutor in the University, and was
also an Assistant-Surgeon to the Sydney Hospital. He was a
most valuable member of the Council of the New South Wales
Branch of the British Medical Association.

HONG KONG.
Census Returns qf the City.

THE census of the Colony was taken in January. The last
census was taken in I897. The figures given below do not
include returns from the New Territory, which have not yet
been completed:

Non-Chinese Civil Population.

Year. Males. Females. Total.

Population, o90I ... 5,824 3,403 9,227

1897 .,.. ,970 3,512 8,482

+ 854 - lO9 + 745
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Chinese Population.

Year. Males. Females. Total.

Population, 190I ... .... 196,351 72,065- 268,4I6

,, 1I97 I65,422 67,858 233,280

+ 30,929 + 4,207 + 33,236

+ = increase. - = decrease.
These figures show a large increase in the Chinese popula-
tion, chiefly among the male members of the community.

BELFAST.
Dinner of the Royal University in Ireland Graduates' Association.

The Profession and the Proposed University Changes.
THE first annual dinner of the Royal University Graduates'
Association (Ireland) was held in Belfast on March 1gth. The
President of the Association, Dr. W. A. McKeown, occupied
the chair, and forty-seven guests were present. The usual
loyal toasts were honoured, and the Chairman then proposed
" The Royal University in Ireland," and dealt at length with
many questions of the higher education in Ireland, at present
so keenly debated on all sides. Medical men in Ulster and
Belfast are interested in this matter in a threefold manner;
first, as members of a learned profession, they are naturally
concerned in the cause of education generally; secondly, they
are more particularly and more directly anxious as to the
efect on medical education of some of the proposed changes;
and lastly, they have a most laudable desire to improve in
every way possible, and to the highest degree the local
medical school in both hospital and collegiate departments.
As might naturally be expected, great diversity of opinion
is expressed, and it is no uncommon thing to find mem-
bers of the same family, even brothers, in opposing camps.
The Royal IJniversity Graduates' Association is somewhat
of a misnomer, as before a graduate is allowed to join, he
must sign a declaration binding him to certain opinions, and
it is generally thought that the majority have not signed.
There are, however, certain principles that all medical men

hold, whether graduates of the University zr not, or whether
they have joined the Association or not. One is that all
purely medical and scientific education should be absolutely
free from all sectarian control. It is also a unanimous
opinion that the endowment of the science and medical
departments in Queen's College are still insufficient, and
that combined local and Government support is urgently
required to bring the laboratories and other teaching
requirements to the requisite efficiency, so that the oppor-
tunities of students may equal those of the best schools in
England, America, or the Continent. It is generally felt
also that the purely clinical side of the question must not
'be neglected, and that clinical research work has been too
much overlooked. Rumour says that in the near future
there is every likelihood of these aspirations being met by
additional endowment, private and otherwise. On other
points, however, the medical men differ in opinion. One set
of graduates are opposed to the destruction of their Uni-
versity, as in the case of the Queen's University, and are not
to be charmed by any promises of two well-endowed new
universities which are to arise from the ashes of the old.
Another battlefield is the question of a local university in

Belfast; one side maintains that it would be purely sectarian,
governed and ruled by Presbyterians for the Presbyterians,
and that its medical degrees will not take a high rank. The
opposite party maintains that the sectarian element is exag-
gerated; that the head would be a nobleman distinguished
in science or arts, and the ruling body oomposed, if not ex-
clusively, at any rate in an overwhelming majority, of laymen
of all denominations, and that it would give Ulster for the
first time in history an opportunity of showing her metal.
A third controversy circles round the relationship of the

Belfast Medical School to the University Board in Dublin,
and the doctors in Ulster nearly to a man agree that the
former has laboured under very serious isadvantages.

To such an extent was this felt that the'medical students
of Belfast some years ago formed themselves into an asso-

ciation, which is still active, to obtain redress for grievances
that they thought their own authorities were slow to attack.
Due credit must be given to the Graduates' Association for
reforms and attempted reforms in this direction.

If a division were challenged on any one of the points at
issue such as the establishment of a Belfast university,
it is very doubtful what would be the result; a university
with a sectarian bias or with a preponderant clerical element;
would be thrown out at once by the medical vote, and would
undoubtedly prove a fiasco in its working. A university on
the lines of the most advanced schools of England would
command strong sympathy. Leaders of opinion and of the
profession are found on all sides, and enlightenment and in-
formation on many subjects are urgently required. The pro-
posed Royal Commission will, it is hoped, clear the atmo-
sphere and will not, it is sincerely hoped-for political
purposes-befog it. It is extremely satisfactory to record,
that although opinions are strongly held and forcibly ex-
pressed, yet at any rate among the profession the most
good humoured relations exist on all sides, and hardly a

single note of bad feeling has been heard.

BRISTOL.
The Royal Infirmary.-The Eye Hospital.

THEreport presented to the annual meeting of the Royal In-
firmary stated that during the year 2,986 in-patients and
38,671 out-patients had been treated, the sum of these figures
being less by about 1,300 than that of the previous year,
which was accounted for by the alterations carried on during
a considerable period. To the convalescent home 385 patients
had been sent, and the Committee believed that much bene-
fit had followed their stay there. The ordinary income of the
institution had been £0o,840, while the expenditure was

£14,925, and the serious falling off of £,536 from donations
was reported. At the end of the year I899 the balance due to.
the treasurer was £13,ooo, but as a large proportion of that
sum had been expended in permanent improvements, the
Committee decided to sell out investments to the amount of
£8,532, leaving £7,582 at the end of i9oo due to the treasurer.
This realisation of capital would reduce the income from in-
vestments by £220. In July the nurses' home was opened,
and there was now accommodation for 93 nurses, nearly alb
having separate rooms. In the course of his remarks the
chairman, Sir Charles Cave, said that he believed the drainage.
would this year have to be thoroughly overhauled, for though
it had been very completely done twenty years ago, the ad-
vance of sanitary science during that time required certaia
alterations and improvements. The usual votes of thanks to-
the staff were adopted.
The report presented to the annual meeting of the Eye.

Hospital called attention to the fact that the enlargements
and alterations approved by the subscribers two years ago.
had been completed. They have been carried out under the.
superintendence of Mr. G. Oakley, and will cost £6,8oo, of
which £5,200 has been collected. The fete held in the.
Zoological Gardens in June last resulted in a profit of
£1,263 45. 2d. During the alterations a house was taken in
Brunswick Square for six months, and here the out-patients
were seen, some in-patients received, and the staff lodged.
The out-patients numbered 4,893, and in-patients 256. Ir
future out-patients will be seen daily. The chairman of the
meeting was the Lord Mayor, and he was supported by the.
Dowager Duchess of Beaufort, the Duke of Beauort, the
High Sheriff, and Mr. James. The alterations and addi-
tions consist of two small wards, nurses' bedrooms, a small
operating theatre on the ground floor with a dark room, and a.
large operating room on the upper storey, which has been
modelled and furnished on the most modern approved plans.
It is amply lighted with large windows facing east, the.
floor is of slate, and the walls for 6 feet up lined with mar-
morine, an imitation marble taking a high polish. All
corners are rounded, and the room can be washed down
with a hose. The operating table has an iron frame, the.
bed being thick plate-glass; the hand basins are supplied
with foot hot and cold water taps and waste. Fresh air is
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jadmitted from outside through a coarse-fibred screen, the air
moistened by a jet of water and warmed by passing over a
hot copper coil, fixed on a hinge to allow cleaning behind.
The sterilisers for instruments and dressings are of the latest
pattern. The whole arrangements appears to have been well-
thought out and excellently conducted; so that the room is
as perfect as can be made.

CORRESPONDENCEI
THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL AND UNCERTIFIED

DEATHS.
SIR,-I read with much interest the series of articles that

appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL same months ago
on " Death Certification," more especially as for some months
past the subject, as respects this county, had received a good
deal of my attention.
Up to within two or three years ago there was in this

county a very large number of deaths uncertified owing to the
prevalence of practice by unqualified persons, but now, with
one exception (at Spennymoor) this unqualified practice has
died out. At Spennymoor, however, with a population of
neatly 20,000 there is an unqualified practitioner with a large
practice which results in over 20 per cent. of the total deaths
being uncertified, and in Julylast I reported this serious state
of matters to the County Council, and the matter was
promptly taken up by that body.

I now enclose a copy of my report of July last dealing with
the subject, together with a print of the subsequent corres-
pondence between the Clerk of the County Council and the
Registrar-General, which speaks for itself. You will see that
after the Registrar-General had complied with the wish of
the County Council that the district registrars should be
-directed to report all uncertified deaths in the Spennymoor
urban district to the coroner before registering them, he sub-
sequently, without communicating with the County Council
on the matter, withdrew his order to the registrars.

I also enclose a newspaper report of a speech by Alderman
Wilson, M.P., made at the last County Council meeting, from
which it appears that the Registrar-General withdrew his
order because the Members of Parliament for the Spennymoor
districtinterviewed him. The action of the Registrar-General
appears to be not only weak and vacillating but improper,
and a directencouragement to the practice of medicine by un-
qualified or ill-educated persons.

It may interest you to know that the general death-rate and
infant mortality-rate in the Spennymoor urban district is
much higher than in the other urban districts in the county,
and that the proportion of children dying under 5 years of
age is very much higher with regard to the uncertified deaths
than it is with the certified deaths.-I am, etc.,
March 26th. T. EUSTACE HILL,

M.O.H. Durham County.

THE REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE.
SIR,-From the first appearance of the Constitution Com-

mittee's Report it has been repeatedly objected that theechanges therein proposed are of an arbitrary and needlessly
revolutionary character, that they are not in the natural order
of development or called for by any existing needs; and, in
fine, in the time-honoured phrase, that the " constitution has
been cast into the melting pot." Criticism of this character
was perhaps inevitable, having regard to the circumstances
under which the Committee was appointed and the apparent
extent of the changes proposed; but many of the objections
advanced seem rather based on preconceived prejudice than
on a candid examination of proposals actually made, and
some epithets applied are surely more tragic than the occa-
sion warrants.

The Divistons: Unattached Members.
Thus the " melting pot" suggests, at least, the disappear-

ance of the main outlines of the present structure; while the
fact is that of its chief elements, the Branches, the Executive
mainly elected by Branches, and the General Meeting, only
the last is proposed to be materially altered, and that not
absolutely destroyed. To me it appears that each of the
three leading reforms proposed by the Committee is a simple

development of some part of the existing structure,, and that
each is devised not arbitrarily or capriciously, but to meet
some need which was previously acknowledged to exist.
WVhat, for example, is the institution of Divisions more than
the extension and constitutional recognition of a system al-
ready found in some Branches, and are not the deficiencies
of the present Branch system which it is intended to make
good, generally admitted ? As to " unattached " member-
ship, the point need not be laboured. When Mr. Moxham
and other adherents of the system tell us they are " quite
satisfied with what they get for their guineas, namely, the
JOURNAL," we readily believe them. The question is whether
the Association should be satisfied to supply its JOURNAL on
reduced termE to merely nominal miembers who have no
organic part in its life, and that question most Branches
seem to promptly answer in the negative.

The Delegate Meeting.
The third main proposal of the Committee being the most

novel, has received the most criticism of the kind here con-
sidered. Yet the position is at least tenable that the Delegate
Meeting is a natural and logical outgrowth of the Constitu-
tion, if Divisions be formed, and that it is devised and seems
adapted to fulfil a necessary office which otherwise could not
so well be provided for.
That the Delegate Meeting is a natural offspring of the

institution of Divisions has already been fully explained
in the BRITL:sH MEDICAL JOURNAL, and need not be further
elucidated except by calling attention to the educational
value of such a Meeting, which has not hitherto received
much notice. Owing to the engrossing nature of their
work, medical men, specially in matters affecting the wide
world of politics, are perhaps apt to suffer from a certain
parochialism of outlook; hence the unpractical views which
are often put forward as to what Parliament or the General
Medical Council should be induced or " compelled " to do for
the profession, and the ignorance often displayed by men in
one part of the country or in one kind of practice as to the
conditions under which those differently placed have to work.
If only one member from every Division has the opportunit
each year of discussing such matters freely with others and
hearing them discussed, and returning illuminated himself
to cast a reflected light in the dark places of his own district,
perhaps this indirect advantage alone might be worth, say, at
least the amount of his railway fare.
The most important claim, however, on behalf of the Dele-

gate Meeting is that it meets a necessity not otherwise easily
met: that its institution appears likely to solve better than
anything else yet proposed that difficulty which really gave
rise to the appointment of the Constitution Committee-the
unrepresentative character of the General Meeting and the con-
sequent need of some representative body qualified and author-
ised to declare the opinions and wishes of the Association. The
objections to the Council assuming the function have already
once availed to defeat such a proposal, and, as set forth in the
Committee's report, are as yet unanswered. What remains to
fulfil this requirement, unless it be the Delegate Meeting?
and in what way can the institution of such a body for such a
purpose be considered arbitrary, unnatural, or uncalled-for?
Assuming the usefulness or even the necessity of some

annual meeting of Divisional Representatives empowered
in some degree to declare the policy of the Associa-
tion, two important objections which have been urged call
for examination by those like myself who believe in delega-
tion: these are to the cost of paying travelling expenses, and
to the subordination of the Council. As to the expense,
some of those who advocate delegation do not seem to regard
thepayment of travelling expenses as essential. Certainlymost
organisations which have adopted delegation leave either the
constituencies or the Delegates themselves to pay these ex-
penses. On the other hand, if the Association will pay,
Divisions will have greater freedom irn their choice of Dele-
gates, and it will probably ensure much better attendance,
and therefore a more representative meeting. On the
whole, I believe that the Association, if it adopts delegation
will sooner or later find it worth while to pay these expenses,
and therefore the cost might as well be faced fairly at
once, though it may be reduced as I suggested in a former
letter.


